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AIG Japan President and CEO Presents AIG Award for Referees at 

the Japan Rugby Top League Annual Award Ceremony 

New award highlights AIG’s ongoing commitment to Rugby in Japan 

 

TOKYO, January 16, 2017 – AIG Japan Holdings KK (AIG Japan) announced the newly established 

“AIG Award” for Most Matches Refereed during the Japan Rugby Top League season for 2016-2017. 

AIG Japan President and CEO, Robert L. Noddin presented the award at the Japan Rugby Top League 

Annual Awards held on Sunday January 15.  

 

The Japan Rugby Top League Annual Awards recognize individual players, teams and referees for 

outstanding performances. This year saw the introduction of a new category with the AIG Award for Most 

Games Refereed, based on the total number of games covered as a referee or assistant referee during the 

Japan Rugby Top League 2016-2017 season. The inaugural winner, Mr. Teruhisa Kajiwara, on receiving 

the award from AIG Japan President and CEO, Robert L. Noddin said, “Thank you for this wonderful 

award. I will continue to improve my skills as a referee and hope to receive it again next season.”  

 

Commenting on the award, Mr. Noddin said, “Rugby is a total team sport in every sense of the word and 

that includes the role that the referees play on the field: they communicate closely with the team captains 

throughout the game and they play an integral part in creating a more exciting game play by play. As part 

of AIG Japan’s commitment to growing the sport of rugby in Japan, we are very proud to be able to 

present this new award and to further contribute to the development and support of rugby referees in 

Japan.”  

 

AIG Japan renewed its sponsorship agreement with the Japan Rugby Football Union as the “Japan Rugby 

Grass Roots Partner” in 2016. Through this agreement, AIG Japan continues to support rugby through a 

wide range of initiatives to raise awareness of the sport in Japan. This support includes tag rugby clinics 

for elementary school children and other activities to promote the growth of rugby at all levels throughout 

Japan.  

 

In addition to supporting teams and players, AIG also supports the training of referees, who are still in 

short supply in Japan. AIG has been the “Japan Rugby Referee Development Partner” since 2014, and 



 
 

sees training referees as a way to increase the level of competition in Japan and promote further growth of 

the sport. 

 

AIG continues to support rugby around the world, from children at the grass roots level to Japan’s Top 

League, and the highest levels of international competition. 

 

### 

 
American International Group, Inc. (AIG) is a leading global insurance organization. Founded in 1919, today AIG 
member companies provide a wide range of property casualty insurance, life insurance, retirement products and 
other financial services to customers in more than 100 countries and jurisdictions. These diverse offerings include 
products and services that help businesses and individuals protect their assets, manage risks and provide for 
retirement security. AIG common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange and the Tokyo Stock Exchange. 
For additional information, please visit our website at www.AIG.com. 
 
In Japan, AIG companies such as AIU Insurance Company Ltd, Fuji Fire and Marine Insurance Co., Ltd., American 
Home Assurance Company Ltd., AIG Fuji Life Insurance Co., Ltd., JI Accident & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., AIG Fuji 
Insurance Services KK and Techmark Japan KK are currently providing their services. 


